
 

 TRANSCRIPTION (SPELLING)  
Year 1  Year 2 Year 3  Year 4 Year 5  Year 6  

 

● Revision of work from 

Reception 
● spell words containing 

each of the 40+ 

phonemes already taught 
● spell common exception 

words 
● spell the days of the week 
● name the letters of the 

alphabet in order 
● use letter names to 

distinguish between 

spellings of the same 

sound 
● add prefixes and suffixes 
● apply simple spelling rules 

and guidance as listed in 

English Appendix 1 
● write from memory simple 

sentences dictated by 

the teacher that includes 

GPCs and common 

exception words taught 

so far 
 

Handwriting: 

● sit correctly at a table 

and hold a pencil 

comfortably 
● begin to form lower-case 

letters in the correct 

direction, starting and 

finishing in the right place 
● form capital letters 
● form digits 0 – 0  
● understand which letters 

belong to which 

handwriting families  

● Revision of work from Year 1 
● Spell by segmenting spoken 

words into phonemes and 

representing these by 

graphemes, spelling many 

correctly 
● learn new ways of spelling 

phonemes for which one or 

more spellings are already 

known and learn some 

common homophones 
● spell more common 

exception words 
● spell more words with 

contracted forms 
● use the possessive 

apostrophe (singular)  
● distinguish between 

homophones and near 

homophones 
● add suffixes to spell longer 

words – ment, -ness, -ful, -less, 

-ly 
● apply spelling rules and 

guidance already taught 
● write from memory simple 

sentences using GPCs, 

common exception words 

and punctuation taught so 

far 
Handwriting: 

● form lower-case letters of the 

correct size relative to one 

another 
 

● start using some of the 

diagonal and horizontal 

strokes needed to join letters 

and understand which letters 

are best left unjoined 
 

 

● Revision of work from Year 1 and Year 2  
● Adding suffixes beginning with vowel letters to words of more than one 

syllable 
● The /ɪ/ sound spelt y elsewhere than at the end of words e.g gym  
● The /ʌ/ sound spelt ou e.g touch 
● More prefixes: dis-, mis-,re-, sub-, inter-, super-, anti- , auto-,  

 in- (before a root word starting with l, in– becomes il), before a root word 

starting with m or p, in– becomes im–, before a root word starting with r, in– 

becomes ir– 

● The suffix –ation 
● The suffix – ly  
● Words with endings sounding like /ʒə/ or /t ə/  e.g measure  
● Endings which sound like /ʒən/ e.g division 
● The suffix –ous 
● Endings which sound like /ʃən/, spelt –tion, –sion, –ssion, –cian 
● Words with the /k/ sound spelt ch (Greek in origin) 
● Words with the /ʃ/ sound spelt ch (mostly French in origin) 
● Words ending with the /g/ sound spelt –gue and the /k/ sound spelt –que 

(French in origin) 
● Words with the /s/ sound spelt sc (Latin in origin) 
● Words with the /eɪ/ sound spelt ei, eigh, or ey 
● Possessive apostrophe with plural words 
● Homophones and near-homophones 

 

Handwriting: 

● use diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters and 

understand which letters, when adjacent to each other, are best left 

unjoined 
● increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting e.g. 

downstrokes are parallel and ascenders and descenders do not touch 
 

 

● Revision of work from previous years  
● Endings which sound like / əs/ ʃspelt –cious or –tious 
● Endings which sound like /ʃəl/ e.g official  
● Words ending in –ant, –ance/–ancy, –ent, –ence/–ency e.g observant/observance 
● Words ending in –able and –ible  words ending in –ably and –ibly 
● Adding suffixes beginning with vowel letters to words ending in –fer 
● Use of the hyphen to join a prefix to a root word e.g co-ordinate 
● Words with the /i:/ sound spelt ei after c e.g deceive with exceptions such as protein 
● Words containing the letter-string ough 
● Words with ‘silent’ letters e.g. doubt, island  
● Homophones and other words that are often confused 
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CORE KNOWLEDGE:  

● Know that words can 

be divided into 

syllables 
● Know all the vowel 

digraphs and trigraphs  
● Know how to spell 

words ending in –y 
● Know consonant 

spellings ph and using 

k for the /k/ sound 
● Add the prefix –un 
● Know that a 

compound word is two 

words combined to 

make a new word 
● Spell common 

exception words 
 

CORE KNOWLEDGE:  
● Know that if a suffix starts 

with a consonant, it is 

added straight on to 

most root words without 

any changes to the last 

letter of those words  
● Know that there are 

some exceptions when 

adding a suffix e.g 

argument drops the ‘e’ 

and some words drop the 

–y and and replace it 

with and -i 
● Know that in 

contractions, the 

apostrophe shows where 

a letter or letters would 

be if the words were 

written in full 
● Know that it’s is never 

used as a possessive 
● Know that to show 

possession on a singular 

noun we use an ‘s 
● Know that the sound shun 

can be written using –tion 
● Knows the difference in 

meaning between 

homophones and near 

homophones  

CORE KNOWLEDGE:  
● Know that to check the spelling of a word, they can use the first two or 

three letters of a word to find it in a dictionary  
● Write from memory simple sentences, dictated by the teacher, that include 

words and punctuation taught so far – Read Write Inc. spelling scheme 
● Know that syllables that are stressed have a different sound to those which 

aren’t stressed  
● Know that if the last syllable of a word is stressed and ends with one 

consonant letter which has just one vowel letter before it, the final 

consonant letter is doubled before any ending beginning with a vowel 

letter is added. The consonant letter is not doubled if the syllable is 

unstressed. 
● Know that the / ɪ / sound used elsewhere than at the end of words can be 

spelt with a y e.g. gym 
● Know that the /ʌ/ sound is spelt with ‘ou’ e.g touch  
● Know that most prefixes are added to the beginning of root words without 

any changes in spelling 
● Know that, when adding a prefix, before a root word starting with l, in- 

becomes il- e.g illegal 
● Know that, when adding a prefix to a root word starting with m or p, in- 

becomes im  
● Know that, when adding a prefix to a root word starting with r, in- becomes 

ir 
● Know that a prefix can alter the meaning of a word 
● Know that a noun can be formed from a verb by adding the suffix – ation 
● Know that a suffix can be added to an adjective to create an adverb 

mostly without having to change the root word  
● Know that there are some spelling exceptions: (1) If the root word ends in –y 

with a consonant letter before it, the y is changed to i, but only if the root 

word has more than one syllable e.g. happily, angrily (2) If the root word 

ends with –le, the –le is changed to –ly e.g. gently, simply, humbly, nobly  (3) 

If the root word ends with –ic, –ally is added rather than just –ly, except in 

the word publicly e.g. basically, frantically, dramatically  (4) The words truly, 

duly, wholly. 
● Know that endings sounding like /ʒə/ is always spelt –sure and endings 

sounding like /tʃə/ is often spelt –ture 
● Know that ending sounds like /ʒən/, it is spelt as –sion. 
● Know that sometimes there is no obvious root word when adding the suffix –

ous: e.g in humorous  –our is changed to –or before –ous is added; the final 

‘e’ of the root word must be kept if the /dʒ/ sound of ‘g’ is to be kept; if 

there is an /i:/ sound before the –ous ending, it is usually spelt as i, but a few 

words have e 
● Know that endings which sound like /ʃən/, spelt –tion, –sion, –ssion, –cian 

often come from the last letter or letters of the root word.  E.g –tion is used if 

the root word ends in t or te; –ssion is used if the root word ends in ss or –mit; 

–sion is used if the root word ends in d or se with the exceptions: attend – 

attention, intend – intention;  –cian is used if the root word ends in c or cs. 
● Know that the words with the /k/ sound spelt ch are generally Greek in 

origin e.g scheme, chorus, chemist, echo 
● Know that words with the /ʃ/ sound spelt ch are mostly French in origin e.g 

chalet, chef, brochure 
● Know that words ending with the /g/ sound spelt –gue and the /k/ sound 

spelt –que are mostly French in origin e.g league, tongue, antique, unique  
● Know that words with the /s/ sound spelt sc are mostly Latin in origin e.g 

science, scene, discipline 
● Know that some words with the /eɪ/ sound are spelt with ei, eigh, or ey e.g 

vein, weigh, eight, obey  
● Know that the apostrophe is placed after the plural form of the word; –s is 

not added if the plural already ends in –s, but is added if the plural does not 

end in –s (i.e. is an irregular plural – e.g. children’s) 
● Knows the difference in meaning between homophones and near 

homophones in a wider range of homophones   

 

CORE KNOWLEDGE:  
● Know that to check the spelling of a word, they can use the first two or three letters of a word to find it in 

a dictionary  
● Write from memory simple sentences, dictated by the teacher, that include words and punctuation 

taught so far – Read Write Inc. spelling scheme 
● Know that when using endings which sound like / əs/ ʃspelt –cious or –tious, if the root word ends in –ce, 

the /ʃ/ sound is usually spelt as c – e.g. vice – vicious, grace – gracious  
● Know that when using endings which sound like /ʃəl/ –cial is common after a vowel letter and –tial after a 

consonant letter, but there are some exceptions: initial, financial, commercial, provincial 
● Knows to use the suffix  –ance/–ancy to turn the adjective ending in –ant into a noun 
● Knows to use the suffix  –ence/–ency after a soft c (s sound) or a qu to turn the adjective ending in –ent 

into a noun 
● Knows that when turning a noun into and adjective or adverb, to use the suffix –able/–ably endings as 

long as there is a related word ending in –ation e.g adoration – adorable – adorably  
● Knows that when adding –able/ably, if the root word ends in –ce or –ge, the e after the c or g must be 

kept at those letters would still have their hard sounds e.g changeable, forcible  
● Knows that the -ible ending is common if a root word can’t be heard before it (the ending) e.g 

horrible/horribly 
● Know that when adding suffixes beginning with vowel letters to words ending in –fer, the r is doubled if 

the –fer is still stressed when the ending is added and the r is not doubled if the –fer is no longer stressed. 
● Know that hyphens can be used to join a prefix to a root word, especially if the prefix ends in a vowel 

letter and the root word also begins with one 
● Know that the ‘i before e except after c’ rule applies to words where the sound spelt by ei is /i:/ e.g 

deceive, receive, perceive 
● Know that there are some exceptions to the ‘i before e’ rule; these are: protein, caffeine, seize and 

sometime either and neither depending on how they are pronounced 
● Know that ough can be used to spell a number of different sounds  
● Knows that some words use silent letters in their spelling  
● Know that some homophones end in –ce and –se and know that choosing the se ending is likely to link to 

the verb  

 


